The group of objects illustrated on the following pages have been acquired for the American Wing during the past few years. Different though they are, they are all examples of American craftsmanship at its best from the middle to the third quarter of the eighteenth century.
trophy of about thirty years later is the oldest known one in existence. It is a two-handled bowl made by Jesse Kip, with a chased design and engraved with the owner's initials and the date 1699.
Our trophy has an engraving of a race horse that may prove to be the earliest in American art and an inscription connecting it with a particular event of the time, which gives it a special interest. On September 9, I751, the Gazette or Weekly Post Boy published the following announcement of a flat race: "On the Eleventh of Brass 
